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ANGLO SAXON KINGS TRAIL 

1. START—Kingston Museum 

2. The Seven Kings Carving—Eden street (on the back of the British Heart 

Foundation) 

3. The Coronation Stone—Outside the Guildhall surrounded by blue Victorian 

railings 

4. Athelstan in the Market Place—on the Urban Outfitters Store front 

5. FINISH—All Saints church 
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THE SEVEN KINGS CARVING 

The Seven Kings Carving sits on the back of British Heart Foundation and 

shows all seven kings who are reported as being crowned in Kingston. 

These are named as Edward the Elder (900AD), Athelstan (925AD), Edmund 

(940AD), Eadred (946), Edwyn (959), Edward the Martyr (975AD) & Aethelred 

the unready (979). 

However only Athelstan and Aethelred are properly chronicled as being 

crowned  in Kingston, in this case in the Anglo Saxon Chronicle.  Eadred is      

reported as crowned in Kingston in a charter but only a copy survives so we 

don’t know for certain.  Only tradition tells us that the other four kings held 

their coronation in Kingston—we’ll never know for sure unless a source is 

found that tells us for certain one way or the other. 

 

EXERCISES 

1. Encourage the children to count and name the Kings. 

2. Can the children work out how long each King ruled for from the dates? 

3. What does the depiction tell us about the King?  Encourage the children to 

speculate as to what kind of ruler each King became.   

4. Local people of interest are depicted below the Kings.  Are there any that 

stand out to you?  Do you share a name with any of them? 



THE CORONATION STONE 

Tradition has it that the Coronation Stone was where each of the Seven Saxon 

Kings sat to be crowned.  Unfortunately there is no mention of the Stone in any 

of the documents that survive from that time.  It is possible that the stone was 

from the St Mary’s chapel which used to stand on the site of All Saints Church. 

Despite it’s lack of providence it does still have a significant place in the towns 

history.  The Victorians were fascinated by it and built it’s current enclosure.  

They also had a ceremony where the whole town came out and children were 

given medals to commemorate the day that the stone was put into it’s place of 

honour. 

EXERCISES 

1. Each of the seven Kings is named on the stone.  Can you make out the 

names? 

2. What do you think the small round windows contain? (Answer— a coin 

from the era of each King donated by the British Museum) 

 



THE STATUES OF THE KINGS (AND QUEENS!) 

The ‘Urban Outfitters’ Store front has various statues of royalty and dignitaries 

who have played a part in Kingston’s history.  King Athelstan is amongst the 

Kings who feature on this store front.   

 

EXERCISES 

1. How many figures can the children count on the shop front? 

2. Can they make out the names? 

3. How many are women and how many are men? 

4. Discuss each figure as appropriate 


